Wavelets from Waterloo                 [1815
day, for it was the day chosen by Napoleon for the opening
of his offensive which began in the early hours of the morning
by an attack on the Prussian outposts at Thuin.
The first authentic account of this affair was brought to
the Duke about three o'clock in the afternoon by the Prince
of Orange on his return from the outposts of the Nether-
lands5 army, which account was shortly afterwards corro-
borated by General Von Muffling, the Prussian officer attached
to the Duke of Wellington's Headquarters.
The Duke, however, walked warily; this might only be
an affair of outposts; a bluff to draw his attention from the
main attack. There was no need to be too hasty, the
machinery of his army was so perfectly adjusted that it
could immediately be swung into any required direction;
he had only to put his hand upon the lever. This he pro-
ceeded to do and underneath the gaiety of Brussels the
whirring of the machinery might have been distinctly heard,
as orders to hold themselves in readiness to move flashed
through the Allied army.
But the social world of Brussels was too much occupied
with the coming ball to be apprehensive, even had they
noticed anything unusual. The fit of a gown, the colour
of a ribbon, the set of a curl, all these important matters
occupied at least the feminine mind to the exclusion of all
else. Besides, Brussels was used to living on the edge of
a volcano, and rumours of war and movements of troops
had been their portion for upwards of two months.
Above all things the Commander-in-Chief was anxious
to keep the public in this frame of mind, so with a heart
full of weighty matters, he prepared to dress for the ball.
His toilet, however, was not allowed to interfere with the
business  of the campaign, and De Lancey (the Deputy
Quarter-Master-General),  reporting for the  latest  orders,
found the Duke in shirt and slippers " standing looking over
a map with a Prussian General (probably Von Muffling),"1
1 A Week at Waterloo^ p. 44.
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